
Reopening Iran’s House of Cinema 
(Khaneh Cinema)

During the first months of his government, president 
Hassan Rouhani succeeded in re-opening the "House 
of Cinema", a crisis that the government of Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad had created. This promise was the very 
first one that Rouhani succesfully delivered.

Preventing the application of 
further sanctions in the future

President Rouhani and Mohammad Javad Zarif, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, had a speedy return to 
the negotiation table to resume stalled nuke talks, 
a move that is considered an achievement in his 
foregin policy. They successfully reached an 
agreement with the representatives of the  5 + 1 
group in Geneva, which halted additional 
sanctions. However, a complete lifting of the 
sanctions requires more time.

Control Iran’s inflation

Controlling the inflation rate was among 
Rouhani's campaign promises and its 
achievement is a sign of the government's 
economic prudence and management.

Ending the expulsions of politically 
active university students (“starring”)
Hassan Rouhani's Ministry of Science, Research 
and Technology has paid a high price for standing 
up to the hardliners and "opposing the expulsion 
of students" from universities. Although the Bahaii 
students are still deprived from education, a 
number of the students have been able to resume 
thier studies.

Achieved

Reinstating operating licences of 
suspended publishing firms

The reinstating of the operating licenses of  
suspended publishing houses has turned into 
one of most costly and challenging promises 
for Rouhani's government and his Minister of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance. In order to 
achieve this goal, Minister Jannati has faced 
the criticism of Ahmad Jannati, his father and 
an influential hard-line head of the "Guardian 
Council". He has also faced harsh attacks by 
hard-line conservatives.

Applying more transparency for Iran’s nuclear program

In comparison to Mohammad Khatami and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's 
administrations, president Hassan Rouhani's government has shown more 
transparency in Iran's nuclear program. Presdient Rouhani's government and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs are now overseeing Iran's nuclear file and its 
development. While this program and its negotiations used to be under the 
supervision and authority on Iran "Supreme National Security Council", Mr. 
Rouhani succeeded to convince Iran's Supreme Leader to take over the 
matter. Despite the fact that such transparency on the side of Rouhani's 
government was considered an achievement, he is now facing the 
conservative factions and thier powerful resistence. Geneva Agreement and 
IAEA reports are acknowledgment of the fact that Iran's nuclear program is 
more transparent, though it is still not clear whether the transparency may 
lead to a comprehensive agreement or not.

Lowering the inflation rate to 
below 25%

President Rouhani's government has yet to 
decrease the inflation rate to 25%. This promise is 
not completely fulfilled, the government made 
some progresses in the first six months. However 
implementation of the second phase of the 
targeted subsidy plan and the possibility of an 
increase in Iran's inflation rate have created 
ambiguities and therefore obstacles for the 
fullfilment of the promise.

Increasing Economic Growth

Rouhani's economic policies have been 
effective in the ongoing decline in Iran's 
economic growth. The negative rate of the 
growth is moving towards zero, from the 
said -5.3% in last fiscal year in Iran.

Preventing Lake Urmia from 
drying up

Rouhani promised to make efforts in order 
to prevent Lake Urumieh from drying up. 
This regional promise has turned into a 
national matter.By forming a special 
commitee, the government has taken steps 
in order to follow this promise, however the 
developments have been slow and 
untransparent.

Civil Rights Charter will be submitted 
to the parliament as a bill

The draft and release of the bill of rights was 
quickly achieved and created extensive 
controversies. This Bill, however is still in the 
form of a draft.

Supporting an open political 
atmosphere in universities

Rouhani's administration has been 
relatively successful in lifting the security 
charged environment in the universities. 
However due to the severe suppression 
of the students movement, and also the 
continuing presence of pro-Ahmadinejad 
managers, a politically open environment 
is not completely achieved yet.

Strengthen the value of 
Iranian currency

Rouhani had promised to increase the value of 
Iran's currency. To that end,  his government has 
only been successful in slowing down the 
fluctuations of the currency's value. In the first 
few months of Rouhani's presidency, in 
comparison to other foreign currencies, the 
value of Iranian currency strenghened. This 
change was closely tied to the success of the 
5+1 negotiations with Iran and other domestic 
and extrenal factors and showed a relative 
decline in the following months. The rate of the 
decline is  not comparable with the free fall of 
the value for Iranian currency in the last two 
years ending Ahmadinejad's government.

Provide insurance for women 
who are primary caregivers

During presidential election campaigns, 
Rouhani promised to "offer insurance to 
women who are primary caregivers in the 
family." A senior deputy president in 
women's affairs has acknowledged that there 
are 2 million women who are the primary 
caregivers in the family. In order to cover 
close to 500 thousands of such women, the 
government could have allocated 1500 
billion rials in the current iranian year, 
however the allocated budget for this 
specific promise is only 150 billion rials.

Unblocking Social Media Networks

The government has failed to unblock the 
social network sites in Iran. Rouhani 
personally interfered in this matter and 
stressed on the fact that access to internet 
and social networking sites is a citizen's right. 
Such approach has turned this issue in to a 
hot debate in the country and has created a 
great challenge for the instituions and bodies 
that support filterning and internet 
censorship in Iran.

Reviving the Association of 
Iranian Journalists

Two days after his victory in the election, 
Rouhani once again stressed the importance of 
" reopening of Iran's journalists professional 
organization. " Despite the President's will and 
the joint cooperation of three ministries of 
Intelligence, Culture and Islamic Guidance, and 
Cooperation, Labour and Social Welfare, as 
well as preparedness of this orgnaization's 
board, the Judiciary and the appointed bodies 
affiliated to power houses seriously objected 
the re-opening of the association. Rouhani's 
administration has proven that it is not ready to 
face this challenge in order to fulfill the pledge.

Increase number of countries passport 
holders can visit without a visa

Rouhani had promised to revive the credibility of 
Iranian passport but despite his government's 
active diplomacy in this regard, its implementation 
have been considerably delayed since a number of 
countries such as Indonesia and Malaysia 
unilaterally cancelled previous agreements in which 
Iranians did not need visa to travel to.

Following up with those in charge to end house 
arrest of green movement leaders

One year into his administration, Rouhani's inability to end house 
arrest of Mir Hussein Mousavi, former presidental candidate, Zahra 
Rahnavar, his wife, and Mehdi Karrubi, another former presidential 
hopeful is considered one of the biggest failures of his 
government. Rouhani and a number of his deputies have claimed 
that "there is a will within the government to end thier house 
arrest", however they have stressed that the government needs 
more time. They have also asked the media to remain cautious and 
relatively silent on the issue. Many see this promise and its 
fulfilment as a test of Rouhani and his administration's honesty.

Instructing literature of minority 
languages in schools

Instructing minority languages in schools and 
universities was one of the most attractive 
promises from Rouhani and his government 
to attract ethnic minorities in Iran. In the past 
year, all evidence indicates that even the 
government does not have a clear vision of 
how to deliver this promise. The ethnic 
activists welcome the promise, but a portion 
of conservative factions and parts of the 
intellectuals in Iran have warned about 
consequences of such policy Iran's supreme 
leader has also implicitely expressed 
discontent to follow such promise.

Increasing support to NGOs

Hundreds of NGOs were closed during 
Ahmadinejad's government. Despite the 
govenrment's promise, the Interior Ministry 
has yet to draw a plan in order to support 
NGOs or take any action to reopen those 
NGOs that were closed down.

Appointing members of Iran’s 
minority groups as advisors to 
the President

A considerable number of the population 
that voted for Hassan Rouhani are 
residents of ethnically diverse parts of Iran. 
Sistan-Baluchestan and Kurdistan are two 
good examples. Rouhani had vowed to 
appoint members of Iran’s minority groups 
as advisors to the President. Such promises 
had great impact in attracting their votes. 
President Rouhani has so far failed to fulfill 
this promise.

Establishing a Ministry of Women

President Rouhani's government has not 
been able to take a fruitful step in 
forming a separate and independent 
ministry specific to women's affiairs, this 
is considered one of his administration's 
failures.

Supporting the reinstatement of 
dismissed or banished teachers

Teacher's Professional Unions and 
Orgnaizations in Iran claim that presdient 
Rouhani and Ali Asghar Fani, Minister of 
Education, are seriouse and ernest in 
following up the cases of exiled, suspended 
and imprisoned teachers. However, there is 
evidence that this promise is not achieved, 
although  the pressures on teachers and 
their unions are relatively decreseaed.

Reopening the Management and 
Planning Organization of Iran (MPO)

In the first few months of his presidency, 
Rouhani proved that he is determined to 
reopen the "Planning and Management 
Organziation" but there are evidences that the 
government's will to follow this issue is fading.

Facilitating the return of expatriates 
to Iran

Rouhani's promise to "facilitate the return of 
Iranians abroad" is among those that faced 
reactions and opposition from the Islamic Republic 
bodies, including the Judiciary. A number of 
individuals were arrested and interrogated upon 
thier return and president Rouhani's faces serious 
challenges in order to follow up this promise.

Provide commodity subsidies 
for basic goods to support 
households with low income

Rouhani's government fulfilled the pledge to 
allocate "goods subsidy" in the winter of 2013. 
This plan was executed under the name of 
"Commodity Basket Distribution". The poor 
excecution of this promise brought up serious 
criticisms, forcing Rouhani to  apologize on 
public television, to Iranians. It seems that the 
low-income Iranians have been relatively content 
with the plan.
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Not in progress

Not Achieved
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Rouhani Administration Promises

On the one-year anniversary of Hassan Rouhani's government, Rouhani Meter has reviewed his administration's 
performance regarding a number of his promises. 

Please share your thoughts and comments


